
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 There are gifts and then there is The 
Gift.  In December people frantically do their 
Christmas shopping.  Often it involves 
fighting crowds of people in stores and 
shopping malls.  More and more people are 
shopping online to avoid the hassle of the 
crowds.  Always, however, you try to find 
just the right gift for everyone on your 
shopping list. 
 For kids, receiving gifts is the highlight 
of the season.  Everyone can remember those 
childhood days when you couldn’t even sleep 
on Christmas Eve because you were so 
anxious to get up and open the presents 
under the tree.  Teens and young adults still 
like to get gifts.  They don’t have the 
resources to purchase the things they want, 
and so they are dependent on others to give 
them really nice gifts. 
 As we get older, the presents are 
appreciated, but there isn’t the same 
excitement as with the children.  Many people 
come to discover that giving gifts can be as 
enjoyable as receiving gifts.  Bringing joy to 
another person can be extremely fulfilling. 
 At this point in my life, material gifts 
are nice, but I probably could buy the item 
just as easily myself if I really wanted it.  I 
find the people who give me gifts are more 
important to me than the gifts themselves.  
The gifts that Cindy, Rachel and Nate give me 
are simply signs of their love for me.  It is that 
love that we share that is most important to 
me.  That love is the greater gift.  
 Then there is The Gift.  At Christmas 
we remember that God gave the greatest gift 
of all, the gift of God’s own self in the form of 
the infant, Jesus.  Jesus entered into this world 
to share the love of God and finally to give his 
life for the life of the world.  The greatest gift 

of all is certainly not a perishable object, but a 
restored relationship of love between God 
and God’s people that will last forever.  That 
love is made possible by the gift of the Christ 
child. 
 During this Christmas season, enjoy 
the tangible gifts that are given to you by 
loved ones.  Enjoy even more the loved ones 
themselves.  Cherish with all your heart the 
gift of God’s unending love which is given in 
Jesus Christ.  Finally, since God has loved us, 
unworthy as we are, share some love and 
kindness with those who cannot give in 
return.  Then you will truly be caught up in 
the love of God, the greatest gift of all. 
 A blessed Christmas to everyone! 

     In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Len   

ATTENTION! NOTICE!  
 

At the Jan. 27 annual meeting we will be 
voting on adopting the new mission 
statement: "Loved by God in Jesus 
Christ, we are sent to share the love of 
God in the world." This proposed mission 
statement has been on the overhead 
every Sunday since late last spring. If 
you have any questions or concerns about 
this mission statement, please talk to 
any member of the council.  

Thank you, Mary Kallio,  
Council President 



Our homebound: 
Bev Bartels, Dorothy Briggs, Jane Jesse,  
Margaret Bright 
 
In need of healing: 
Bailey Lowden (B. Goosen niece), Hannah 
Campbell (Williams’ granddaughter), Nancy 
Kapteyn, Jennifer (J. Haan’s niece), Mikel 
Willette (B. Haan’s niece), Arlene Nordby (J. 
Kingston’s sister-stroke), Dan Knight (M. 
Kallio friend—Lou Gehrig's disease), Renee 
Turner (needs liver transplant), Carol Bostian 
(L. Anderson’s friend), Jeff Collier (S. 
Williams’ brother-in-law), Gavin Wilcox (E. 
Black’s neighbor, 11 yr. having brain 
surgery) 
 
For those battling cancer: 
Jeanette Pierce (Burgess’ friend), Nancy 
Momany (J. Todd’s aunt), Jeff Collier (S. 
Williams’ brother-in-law), Luke Peterson (E. 
Black’s friend), Dale Cotton (L. Anderson’s 
friend), Lee Haslick, Pat Bromley (R. Lewis’ 
friend), Marna O’Grady (L. Anderson’s 
friend) 
 
For those dealing with grief 
Family & friends of Terry Ohst (Shari Martz’ 
brother)  
 
In need of strength: 
Jennifer & Jon Campbell 

If you have a prayer request, you can call 
ANY member of the prayer chain with the 
request.   
 
Members of the prayer chain are: 
 
Roberta Lewis  
 231-457-4323 or 616-638-6526 
Elaine Horner  
 231-777-2205 or 231-375-9732 
Mary Kallio  
 616-844-1695 
Shari Martz  
 231-773-5578 
Sarah Williams  
 616-842-8152 
Nicole Orlow 
 616-558-3764 
Laura Jones  
 231-760-0204 
Mark Burgess  
 616-997-4429 
Sandy Talo  
 616-846-6518 
Cindy Dahlgren  
 616-294-1624 

If you have an emergency, are in need 
of a hospital visit, have an upcoming 
surgery or are in need of pastoral care, 
please speak to Pastor Len or  contact 
him directly at 616-294-1624 (home) or 
616-498-2361 (cell). 

Please let Laura know if: 
1.  you have anyone you would like on the 
 prayer page or 
2.  have a name that needs to be removed 

Please review the names that are 
listed on the prayer page to check if  
there are names that could be 
removed from it.    

Note to prayer team members:  Just a 
reminder: continue to call the next person 
on the list until you speak to a "real" 
person. 



 The book club will not meet in 
December.  
 The January book is “Educated” by 
Tara Westover.  
 

Tues., Jan. 8 @ noon 
ALL women welcome 

Tree decorating party & potluck  
following worship  Sun., Dec. 2 

Bring a dish to pass & your Christmas spirit 

Women Christmas Party Dec. 4 @ 6 pm 
Collecting gently used hoodies, sweaters, warm 

clothing, coats (need for sizes 2x & 3x)  
for the women at the  

Hope House in Grand Haven 
Bring a $5 gift to exchange in a game 

ALL women welcome to attend 

Budget & elections meeting 
Sun., Dec. 9 following worship 

Please plan to attend 

Big thank you to Shari and Ed for collecting 
and delivering food from the harvest table.  
It was donated to local food banks. 
 
Dear Edgewood Lutheran: 
 Thank you to everyone from 
Edgewood for all your kind words and 
thoughts, and for the beautiful 
arrangement in memory of our father.  

The Family of Walter Bright 

This year we are 
colleting gifts for 
Toys for Tots 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service @ 5 pm  
December 24th 

 
*Please see the Schedule of 

Volunteers page to see      
if/where you are scheduled 

to serve. 

The Poinsettia’s that 
decorate our altar will 
be for sale to take home 
after the Christmas Eve 
service. Sign-up sheet 
on entryway table.  

1st come 1st serve 

The Outreach team will 
have several gift baskets 
available for silent auction 
in December. We are 
hoping to raise the final 
few hundred dollars needed 
to purchase a well for a 
village in Africa.  Check 
them out for possible gift 
giving. 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Today, my son asked me to proofread a college entrance essay for Calvin College.  The first 
line began, “Everyone has something to give this world…”  Lately, I have been thinking this same 
thing but, in terms of myself.  What do I have to offer?  Not only the world but to my God and His 
church on earth? 
 As you may know, I had the opportunity to partake in a discernment retreat in Battle Creek on 
October 26th and 27th- to, maybe, get a little “clarity” when it comes to what God is calling me to do.  
What a fantastic weekend it was!  Yes, there was a lot of information given in a short period of time; 
the candidacy process, seminary choices, and all that goes into pastoral ministry.  There was so 
much information given that, at times, my head was left spinning. 
 However, the best parts of the weekend were the Friday evening worship where we 
meditated and reflected.  And the Saturday closing worship where we celebrated the work that God 
had done those two short days.  Those two services provided a time where I had a chance to listen 
a little more to God calling and provided some of that “clarity” that I was looking for. 
 One learning that I took from the weekend was that there is a difference between discernment 
and decision.  Discernment is a lifelong process that is an awareness of call through faith.  A 
decision is an end point where you analyze a job based on facts.  So when some of you asked if I 
had made a decision I answered, “I’m still discerning.”  However, there is one decision that I did 
make: 
 

I have decided to begin the process for candidacy for rostered ministry in the ELCA. 
 

 I understand that this is a journey.  A journey that will be difficult at times and joyful at others.  
A journey that started many years ago and will continue as far as God wills it.  I ask you for support 
in several ways: 
 

1. Pray, pray, and pray some more. 
St. Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the 
spirit.” 
 

 I feel the Holy Spirit working and I rejoice in that fact.  But, please pray that I continue to be 
strong and that it is a privilege to serve Christ as He sees fit.  I also ask that you pray for Rhonda, 
Andrew, and Ethan- for this is as much a journey for them as it is for me.  I am humbled by their 
strength in their faith. 
 

2.  Offer up your faith stories. 
Ephesians 5:15-17 states, “Be careful that how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
making the most of the times, because the days are evil.  So do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is.” 
 

 You may not realize it, but each of you is a part of my faith story.  The kind words and 
thoughts you have shared with me over the years have strengthened me in my faith.  I ask that you 
continue to share these “nuggets” of wisdom with my family and I. 
 

 3. Analyze your call. 
In Ephesians 4:11-13, St Paul writes, “The gifts He gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” 
 

As I begin the discernment of my call, I ask that you walk with me on this journey.  That you 
think about how God is calling you.  This journey is not about me or you, it is about God and where 
and how he wants each of us to serve Him. 

 

So, as I begin the process of candidacy, let us grow and strengthen our faith together.  Maybe 
we will realize the gifts that Christ has already given us.  Or maybe we’ll find new gifts that we had 
not seen before.  Let us find out, together, the gifts that Christ has given us to offer the world. 

 

Thanks be to God! 
Mark Hill 



EDGEWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES & FUND BALANCES

For Ten Months Ending October 31, 2018

EXCESS

REVENUES<--------------FUND BALANCE---------->

FUND ACTIVITY REVENUES EXPENDITURES (EXPENDITURES) 1/1/2018 10/31/2018

OPERATING 71,837 72,552 -715 121,945 121,230

GIFTS & MEMORIAL 480 480 3,120 3,600

ELCW 23 1,050 -1,027 1,701 674

SCHOLARSHIP 0 3,043 3,043

PROPERTY 0 574,000 574,000

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 0 20,852 20,852

YOUTH GATHERING FUND 617 4,851 -4,235 4,102 -133

Totals 72,957 78,454 -5,497 728,763 723,266

Worship 69,935 4,635 ACTUAL YTD BUDGET YTD

Pastoral Ministry 150 23,083 REVENUE 71,837 73,753

Parish Education

Mission Outreach 12,105 EXPENSE 72,552 77,646

Youth & Family

Administration 877 10,297 EXCESS (DEFICIT) (715) (3,893)

Property 875 22,432

Totals 71,837 72,552

NOTES:

Budgeted y-t-d revenues ($89,190 annual) based on number of Sunday to-date (43 of 52)

Budgeted y-t-d expenditures ($93,175 annual) based on number of months to-date (10 of 12)

Cash Balance (including investments & imprest cash) $101,169 Mark Burgess

Edgewood Lutheran Church

Financial Secretary Report

Year To Date - October 2018

Year  To Date

October Totals Projected

Pledges 5,915.00 65,214.00 68634.62

Loose 731 3516.75 2067.308

Special & Holidays 4 3239

Designated 376.91 2776.44

Reimbursements 0 162

Miscellaneous 150 379.62

Operating Receipts 7176.91 75287.81

Gifts & Memorials 540 665

ELCW 0 0

Other Receipts 540 665

Totals 7716.91 75952.81

Prepared by Elaine Horner



Edgewood Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes  

October 9, 2018 
 

Present: Pastor Len, Mary Kallio, Elaine Horner, Rhonda Hill, Mark Hill, Roberta Lewis, Ed Black 
and Karen Anderson 
Absent:  Mark Burgess, Anna Burgess 
 

Opening Devotions - Mary at 7:00 pm.  
 

Minutes from September 11, 2018  
Motion made by Roberta to receive the report. Seconded by Ed.  Motion passed. 
 

Pastoral Report - Pastor Len Dahlgren - written report 
There were 13 walkers for the Crop Walk from Edgewood.  We raised $1677. 12 of us raised over 
$100 so this was matched so our total was over $2800. We had two member deaths this 
week.  Walter Bright’s funeral will be Saturday at 11:00 at Systema Funeral Home in Grand 
Haven.  We have no information yet for Bette Johnson. 
 

Treasurer’s Report - Mark Burgess - written report 
Motion made by Roberta to receive the report. Seconded by Elaine.  Motion passed. 
 

Financial Secretary Report - Elaine Horner - written report 
We’re down a bit but we’re still doing all right. Motion made by Ed to receive the report. Seconded by 
Roberta.  Motion passed. 
 

Mutual Ministry - Rhonda Hill 
No report 
 

Worship Ministry - Mark Hill - written report  
We will keep this liturgy until Advent.  We have taken out the children’s sermon from the screen. We 
are looking at purchasing new banners as ours are falling into disrepair. We are having a special 
service on Veterans Day with our veterans leading the worship service. 
 

Mission Outreach Ministry- Roberta Lewis - written report  
In December we will auction off gift baskets.  These funds will be used for the water project. In 
December we will distribute fruit baskets to our shut ins and set up the Angel Tree for Toys for Tots. 
 

Property Ministry - Ed Black - written report 
Sprinkling system has been winterized.  Jim put down river rock on the rose garden that he and Barb 
donated and it is beautiful. 
 

Youth and Family Ministry - Anna Burgess - no report 
 

Old Business 
Pastor Len, Pastor Sprang, Mary, Larry, Ed and Shari had a meeting.  Pastor Sprang gave good 
suggestions about talking to officials about the needs for our community.  Important people to talk to 
would be the planning supervisor, the commission planner, and school leaders.  We want to talk 
about what we can contribute. We need to be good listeners and ask appropriate questions.  Pastor 
Len suggested that we have a group of people who would meet again and see who could meet with 
these officials.  We are trying to find a way to plug in our resources and talents to help the 
community.  
 

New Business 
Our budget meeting will be on December 9. Laura asked about the status of our mission 
statement.  We will bring it to the Annual meeting for approval. We will put it out 2 weeks in advance 
for all to check it out.  We will put it in the scroll. 
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer - 7:34. 
 

Meeting schedule:  November 13, December 11, January 8 and February 12. 
Prepared by Karen Anderson 



~Acolyte 
Training 

Office hours 9:30-2 

December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

Sunday School @ 9 am 
Worship Sunday’s @ 10 am 

Sunday School @ 9 am 
Worship Sunday’s @ 10 am 

~Mission Offering 
~Church Decorating 

& potluck 

Blood Pressure Checks 

Quilting 9-12 

Quilting 9-12 

Office hours 9-11:30 Office hours 9:30-2 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Pastor Len 9-1 

Pastor Len 9-1 

~Healing Prayer 
Service 

Chestnut Fields   2:20 pm 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Christmas Eve 
Service  5 pm 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Heartwood Lodge 2:30 pm 

Quilting 9-12 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Prayer Circle  
10 am 

Prayer Circle  
10 am 

 

Church 
Council  

7 pm 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Pastor Len 9-1 

~Budget & Elections 
Meeting 

~Book Club 
12 pm 

~Women’s Party  
6 pm 

Office Closed 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Pastor Len 9-1 

Office hours 9-11:30 



SERVING THE LORD IN  
DECEMBER, CHRISTMA EVE & JANUARY 

 

If you are unable to serve, please find a replacement and let Laura know. 
 

If you would like to be on the schedule, please let Roberta Lewis know. 

Duty Dec. 2 Dec. 9 Dec. 16 Dec. 23 Dec. 30 

Assistant Minister Mark B Mary Karen Mark H Ed 

Reader Rich Sandy T Larry Roberta Laura 

Ushers Hill’s Goosen’s Talo’s Haan’s Roberta 

Video Laura Mark H Dan Cindy Larry 

Fellowship Sandy T Rhonda & Elizabeth Elaine Mary Sandy 

Cleaners Jessica & Kelsey Norm & Dave Larry & Joan Larry & Roberta Talo’s 

Altar Flowers Dorothy Goosen’s Dorothy Elaine Elaine & Roberta 

Teller Larry & Anna Elaine & Karen Mary & Ed Larry & Anna Roberta & Mary 

Acolyte Anna Ryan Anna Christine Ava 

Altar Guild Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah 

Duty Jan. 6 Jan. 13 Jan. 20 Jan. 27 

Assistant Minister Mark B Ed Karen Mary 

Reader Mark H Laura Natalie Karen 

Ushers Hill’s Larry & Elaine Ed & Norm Linda & Roberta 

Video Dan Mark H Cindy Larry 

Fellowship Mary Rhonda Elaine Shari 

Cleaners Shari & Elaine Jessica & Kelsey Larry & Joan Norm & Roberta 

Altar Flowers Laura       

Teller Ed & Rhonda Mark H & Karen Anna & Larry Mark B & Mary 

Acolyte Anna Christine Ryan Anna 

Altar Guild Barb & Rhonda Barb & Rhonda Barb & Rhonda Barb & Rhonda 

  *Christmas Eve   

Assistant Minister Usher Acolyte Reader Cleaners Teller 

Mark Hill Roberta & Rhonda Ava  Rich Larry & Roberta Ed & Mary 



Cost $10 each* 
 

Proceeds from cookbook sales  
will be donated to 

• The Burgess family  
*Please note on your check that it is for 

the women’s cookbooks 

If the Sunday morning worship service is 
cancelled, you will not only get a personal 
phone call from a council member but the 
notice will be posted on WZZM channel 13 
and  WOOD TV channel 8. Hopefully we will 
be able to reach everyone in a timely manner.  

 
Mary Kallio, council president 

 

• Wednesday’s at noon for 
the bulletin and Prayers of 

Intercession 
• 15th of the month for  

the Scroll 

Roberta will be available 

to check anyone’s blood 
pressure on the 4th 

Sunday of each month.  
This event is sponsored 
by Thrivent for Lutherans.  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Christine Findorff 16 
 Roberta Lewis  18 
 Cindy Dahlgren  22 
 Dorothy Briggs  25 
 Norm Williams  25 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 Mark & Rhonda Hill 12/6/97 

Weekly Scripture Readings 
 

Dec. 2    Dec. 23 
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Micah 5:2-5a 
Psalm 25:1-10  Psalm 8:1-7 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 21:25-36  Luke 1:39-55 
 

Dec. 9    Dec. 30 
Malachi 3:1-4   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Luke 1:68-79   Psalm 148 
Philippians 1:3-11  Colossian 3:12-17 
Luke 3:1-6   Luke 2:41-52 
     

Dec. 16 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

Please do not drive your car on the front 
door sidewalk.  It leaves tire tracks that 
freeze and makes walking dangerous and 
very difficult. Prayer Circle  

10 am on the 2nd & 
4th Wednesday’s 
ALL are welcome 

Breakfast every Thursday am 
at Russ’s in Grand Haven at 
8:30 am. Talk to Rich Talo and/
or Larry Kallio by Wednesday 
am if you would like to join. 

The 2019 flower chart 
will be posted at the 
end of December. The 
price is $15. Please 
indicate the reason for 
your  donation. 

NOTES FOR THE WINTER 



 

EDGEWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2525 E. Pontaluna Rd. 
P.O. BOX 353 
FRUITPORT, MICHIGAN 49415 
 
  ROOTED IN CHRIST  

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
As beloved children of God,  
we are called to love and nurture 
ourselves, our congregation,  
and our community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 

SCROLL 

VOLUME 

 12 / 2018 

Secretary: Laura Jones 
Office Hours:   Mon. & Fri. from 9 am-11:30 am 
  Wed. from 9:30 am – 2 pm 
 
 
Sunday school - (Sept.-May)   9 am 
 Ages 4 yrs. old – 99 yrs. old 
Sunday Worship -   10 am 
Communion every week 

Pastor: : Len Dahlgren 
Office Hours:   Wed. from 9 am – 1 pm 
Home Phone: 616-294-1624 
Cell Phone: 616-498-2361 
 
Telephone - 231-865-3300 
Email -  edgewoodlutheran@frontier.com 
Web page - edgewoodlutheran.org 

2018 


